
CONTACT US:
Kudu Travel
Tel/Fax: +44 (0) 1722 716 167
Email: kuduinfo@kudutravel.com
Teffont Manor, Teffont Ewyas, Salisbury
Wiltshire, SP3 5RJ, UK

TRIP DATES:
2nd - 16th October 2008, 15 days

PRICES:
£2,590 per person, £490 single supplement, 
deposit £250 per person
Please note that single rooms are not available in the
villages (or on the overnight train journeys) and single
travellers can only book in conjunction with a 
companion with whom they are happy to share a
room for those nights. The single supplement applies
to the 2 nights at Khali estate, Delhi accommodation
and the Royal Tents and hotel in Jodhpur.

ACTIVITY LEVEL
5 hill walking days, 3 to 5 hrs daily, plus city walking in
Delhi and Jodhpur. 

TEMPERATURES
During October temperatures are likely to range from
19°C to 34°C during the day , with cooler evenings up
in the mountains. This is the dry season in the areas
we are visiting, but short rain showers are always 
possible in mountain areas. 

INSURANCE
It is essential, and a condition of booking, that you
protect yourself with a suitable travel insurance
policy as soon as you book a trip. We can arrange 
comprehensive cover for UK residents (up to the
age of 79). Further details are available on our
website or from the office.

Himalayan Village Walks
& the Jodhpur RIFF
Two opposing geographic regions of India,
Uttaranchal in the Himalayan foothills, and
the desert region of Rajasthan, and two 
contrasting cultures, are combined in a
unique and magical experience. The link is the
common aim to encourage the survival of two
distinct traditions. 

The mountain villages of the Kumaon 
district, accessed only by footpaths, are the
focus for beautiful walks through the forests of
the Binsar Wildlife Sanctuary. Five tiny com-
munities, where age-old farming methods are
practised, welcome small groups of visitors to
experience remote village life. 

In total contrast, the mighty Mehrangarh
Fort in Jodhpur, begun in 1459 high on a
rocky outcrop, is brought to life during the
vibrant and colourful Rajasthan International
Folk Festival. Designed to coincide with the
brightest full moon of the year, it showcases
the traditional music and performing arts of
the region.

Accommodation ranges from the elegant 4-star Oberoi-Maidens Hotel in Delhi, to simple
stone-built guest-houses in the mountain villages, and fully-equipped luxury Royal Tents
in Mehrangarh Fort in Jodhpur. In the villages the wholesome local cooking is entirely
vegetarian and based on local produce and in Jodhpur we sample more sophisticated
Rajasthani cooking.
DAY 1 L, D included
Arriving in Delhi airport in the morning we transfer to day rooms in the Oberoi-Maidens hotel for
the chance to rest and perhaps swim before we leave from Old Delhi station on the overnight train,
the Ranikhet Express, in 1st class 4-berth sleeping accommodation.
DAY 2 B, L, D included
We reach Kathgodam station around 6.30 am and continue by road, stopping shortly for breakfast.
The drive to Khali Estate climbs picturesque, winding roads, passing towns and villages with 
morning markets, and enjoying stunning early-morning views of the Himalayan summits. Khali
Estate resort, with a 19C bungalow built by the English Commmissioner of Kumaon, General Sir
Henry Ramsay, is inside the Binsar Wildlife Sanctuary. Accommodation is in individual round 'huts'
in the pine and cedar woods, which look out towards Nanda Devi (7816m), the highest complete
mountain in India. There is time to acclimatize to the altitude (1990m) and enjoy the views from
the terrace.

Himalayan V illage W alks & the Jodhpur RIFF - Page 1

THE TRIP ITINERARY

To book this trip, 
click the BOOKNOW button 

on the previous page



DAYS 3 - 6 B, L, D included
After breakfast at Khali we meet our guides and set out, with a tiffin box, on the village walks. The
villages, linked only by footpath and at least 3km from a road, are in separate valleys. The walks are
undulating, through both dense broad-leafed or pine forests. They pass mountain springs and reveal
frequent glimpses of the snow-capped Himalayan range and of the village destinations. The walking
is leisurely, averaging about 3-5 hours a day, with frequent rests and a break for lunch. The guides
are only too happy to tell you about village life and describe local flora and fauna during the walks
and are especially adept at spotting and identifying some of the 350 species of birds found here. It's
also highly likely that we come across Common Rhesus Macaque or Black-Faced monkeys, or hear
barking deer, as well as finding traces of leopard, porcupine and wild boar. 
Each night is spent in a different village. Clinging to west-facing terraced slopes, these are magical
places of great serenity, colour and warmth with glorious vistas. The simple white farm-houses are
built in stone and slate, the woodwork picked out in bright colours, and each has a wide terrace for
drying, threshing and grinding crops. Cattle are sheltered in the lower part of the house, and all
around roses and marigolds mingle with banana palms, lentils and pumpkins. 
The guides take us on an evening walk from house to house taking narrow footpaths, where we
meet the hospitable, if sometimes shy, local people who frequently offer a cup of chai, or show you
what they are working on. In one village there is music and dancing in the evening, in another a
camp fire, and a third has a tiny museum of traditional farming implements. Good, wholesome
meals are cooked in each village, and served in the communal room with a wood-burning stove.
Each village has chosen a colour scheme for its guest house, which has three simple twin rooms, a
rustic but very clean wc and shower, and is powered by solar energy.
DAY 7 B, L, D included
We take our leave of the villages and make our return to Khali Estate to spend the rest of the day
relaxing and perhaps hearing a talk on the history of the estate or some music in the evening.
DAY 8 B, L, D included
After a leisurely final morning at Khali, with plenty of time to stroll in the grounds and do some
birdwatching, we depart by road for Kathgodam to catch the overnight sleeper train back to Delhi.
DAY 9 B, L, D included
We have a guided tour of Delhi, including the old city and the colonial Delhi of Lutyens and Baker,
and stay tonight at the elegant 4 star Oberoi-Maidens Hotel, one of Delhi's original heritage hotels,
with a large swimming pool.

PRICE INCLUDES
l All accommodation for Days 1 through 15,

on a twin shared basis
l All meals with local beer at lunch and dinner as 

listed in the daily notation (beer is far more 
appropriate with Indian food and the climate, and 
wine is often spoiled by inadequate storage) 
Please note that alcohol is not available in the 
villages but you are welcome to bring your own.

l All land transportation in private airconditioned 
vehicles, and trains as described, except during 
free periods

l Full day passes for all Jodhpur RIFF performances
l All entrance and sightseeing fees except during 

free periods
l Services of local guides and drivers, plus Kudu 

Travel tour leader
l Guided tours of Delhi and Jodhpur
l Tips for porters, restaurant and hotel staff 

ACCOMMODATION
l Day rooms on arrival & 2 nights during the trip 

in 4 star Oberoi Maidens Heritage hotel in Delhi 
l 2 nights on the overnight Ranikhet Express, in 

1st class 4-berth sleeping accommodation
l 2 nights in Khali Estate resort in the Binsar 

Wildlife Sanctuary, in individual round ‘huts’, 
each with ensuite wc/shower-room 

l 4 nights in village guesthouses (different village 
each night) - in simple twin rooms with a rustic 
but very clean wc and shower powered by solar
energy 

l 3 nights in fully-serviced Royal Tents on the 
Parade Ground of Mehrangarh Fort - with twin 
beds in a sleeping area, a separate shower and
flushing loo

l 1 night in the 17C Bal Samand Lake Palace 
Hotel

SIZE OF PARTY
This trip will run with a minimum of 6 and a 
maximum of 11 guests.
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VISA & HEALTH
All visitors require a visa for entry to India. The
costs start from £30. Postal application to the Indian
High Commission (www.hcilondon.net) take up to 15
working days to be processed. If you are able to apply
in person, the visa is issued on the same day.
Alternatively, a visa can be obtained (for a fee) using
visa agencies such as IndiaVisa.co.uk (0870 240
2526, www.indiavisa.co.uk) or India Visa Office
(www.indiavisaheadoffice.co.uk, 0844 800 4018).

A Yellow Fever vaccination certificate is not 
currently required when arriving from Europe or the
USA. Immunisation/boosters against Hepatitis A,
Tetanus, Typhoid and Polio are recommended -
please consult your doctor in good time about this
(at least 6 weeks before departure) and also the
latest situation on essential malaria prophylaxis &
anything else they recommend.  

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK
Please be aware that electricity and water supplies
may occasionally be erratic, travel arrangements can
be disrupted and standards of driving and vehicle 
maintenance etc. are not set by Brussels. Kudu Travel
will endeavour to do everything possible to ensure a
smooth-running tour, but please be ready with your
sense of humour and tolerance when travelling in
India.

MAPS
If you wish to buy a map of the area where you will
be walking, the following sources may be useful:
The Map Shop Stanfords
Tel: 01684 593 146 Tel: 0207 836 1321 
www.themapshop.co.uk www.stanfords.co.uk

DAY 10 B, L, D included
An internal flight speeds us to
Jodhpur and performances of the Rajasthan International Folk Festival in various parts of the
Mehrangarh Fort, including the lush Chowkelao Gardens. Our accommodation is in the rather
splendid and fully-serviced Royal Tents on the Parade Ground, dominated by the towering rock fort
and with views over the blue-washed old city of Jodhpur.
DAYS 11 & 12 B, L, D included
The position of the Royal Tents, inside the Mehrangarh Fort, makes the RIFF performances easily
accessible by foot. Everyone has total liberty to attend the RIFF performances (concerts, master-
classes and films) of their choice, or to visit the fascinating Mehrangarh Fort Museum, the Crafts
Mela or wander into the Old Town. Leading musicians of Indian music perform alongside folk
maestros from over 15 performing communities of Rajasthan, as well as international folk musicians
and there are lively and colourful street performers in every part of the Fort - on the last night 
performances continue into the early hours.
DAY 13 B, L, D included
At 6.30 am the Dawn Devotional Concert takes place at the Jaswant Thada, followed by breakfast.
We then transfer to the green oasis of the Bal Samand Lake Palace Hotel, where the 17C red 
sandstone palace stands next to a 12C lake. Our accommodation is in the charmingly converted 
stable block which looks out onto the croquet lawn surrounded by ancient shady trees. In an estate
of over 60 acres, this is the opportunity to relax by the pool, play croquet or golf (9-hole course) or
go horse riding.
DAY 14 B, L, D included
After a final leisurely morning we transfer by air to Delhi in the afternoon and return to the
Oberoi- Maidens Hotel. You may wish to take a rickshaw to the Chandra Chowk for some last
minute shopping before our farewell dinner.
DAY 15 B included
Our immersion in Indian culture and traditions concludes today with an airport transfer for flights
home.

For the full 2008 Kudu Travel brochure and further 
details about this trip, call us  on +44 (0) 1722 716 167 

or email kuduinfo@kudutravel.com

All Kudu trips begin and end at the appropriate local airport, allowing guests the freedom to:
l Use airmiles or frequent flyer points for a free flight or an upgrade.
l Choose one of the new low-cost scheduled airlines.
l Take advantage of the convenience of regional airports.
l Arrive independently from the USA, Canada, South Africa, Australia, etc.

Delhi airport is the meeting point for this tour.
The most convenient option is with Jet Airways (www.jetairways.com) and these are details of
the flight we will meet in Delhi airport on Thursday 2nd October 2008 :

Jet Airways 121
Depart Heathrow 1 Oct 20.45 Arrive Delhi 2 Oct 10.00

You will also need to book the following internal flights:
Jet Airways 3311
Depart Delhi 11 Oct 12.05 Arrive Jodhpur 13.25
and
Jet Airways 3312
Depart Jodhpur 15 Oct 14.00 Arrive Delhi 15.20

The following are details of the return flight for which we will ensure you are at Delhi airport
on Thursday 16th October 2008 :

Jet Airways 122
Depart Delhi 16 Oct 13.20 Arrive Heathrow 18.10

Any travel arrangement is acceptable but please ensure that you are at Delhi airport, in the
Arrivals ar ea, by 10.00 on 2nd October 2008 , where we will meet you. It is also possible
to meet up with the group in the first hotel (eg. if you arrive on a much earlier flight).
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