
CONTACT US:
Kudu Travel
Tel/Fax: +44 (0) 1722 716 167
Email: kuduinfo@kudutravel.com
Teffont Manor, Teffont Ewyas, Salisbury
Wiltshire, SP3 5RJ, UK

TRIP DATES:
24th May - 1st June 2008, 9 days

PRICES:
£1,850 per person, £290 single room supplement,
£250 deposit per person

ACTIVITY LEVEL
Considerable walking daily, both in towns and on
country paths. Uneven cobbles, steps and stairs in
churches and museums, some hilly streets, possibly
muddy forest paths.

TEMPERATURES
In late May temperatures range between 15 and 25°C
with cooler evenings.

SIZE OF PARTY
This trip will run with a minimum of 4 and a maximum
of 14 guests.

PRICE INCLUDES
l All accommodation for Days 1 through 9, on a 

twin shared basis
l All meals (with wine and beer at lunches and 

dinners) as listed in the daily notation
l All land transportation in a private vehicle as 

described except during free periods
l All entrance and sightseeing fees except during 

free periods
l Tickets for 4 concerts of the Prague Spring 

Festival
l Private tour of the Lobkowicz collection
l Gratuities for restaurant and hotel staff

Bohemian Castles & the
Prague Spring Festival
The Bohemian landscape, with its rolling hills,
forests and lakes, is remarkable for its wealth of
romantic castles, mediaeval churches and small
towns and villages that look just as they did in
their Baroque or Renaissance heydays. We stay in
one of these castles, now converted to a luxury
hotel, visit half a dozen more, and explore the
unspoilt countryside and the historical and 
architectural treasures preserved in World
Heritage towns such as Ceský Krumlov and Telc.

Proceeding to Prague - the most enchanting 
of Europe's capital cities - we attend four 
performances of the celebrated international
music festival in honour of the composer
Smetana, while based for four nights in an 
ideally situated small 4 star historic hotel and
dining in a selection of restaurants contributing
to Prague's much heralded return to culinary
excellence.

On foot each day we explore the superb 
heritage of art and architecture in this 'city of one
hundred golden spires', concentrating on less well-
known aspects such as the beautifully restored
Baroque and Italianate Renaissance gardens, as
well as the justly famed monuments from
Bohemia's Golden Age, the fourteenth century.

DAY 1 D included
Meeting at Prague airport in the early afternoon, we drive (an hour and a half) to visit the small
museum in a Bohemian village where Smetana lived for 10 years and composed some of his most
important works. Our 5 star 17C castle hotel was the former country manor of the Thurn-Taxis
family - now meticulously restored, it has an exceptionally good restaurant for our introductory 
dinner together. 
DAY 2 B, L, D included
After a leisurely start we drive cross country to Kladruby for a tour of the Czech National Horse
Stud, founded by Emporer Maximilian II in 1563. We picnic before driving on, then walk into the
visually stunning Renaissance town of Telc - so perfect it almost seems unreal - and visit the 
charming Italianate castle with its loggias, gilded coffered ceilings and collection of tapestries. We
spend the night in a hotel in a converted Renaissance house on the square and dine on Bohemian
specialities, perhaps roast duck with caraway, accompanied by dry wines from Moravia, the eastern
half of the Czech lands.
DAY 3 B, L, D included
This morning we travel through the south Bohemian countryside, seeing white storks on their nests,
to the village of Slavonice with its array of elaborately sgraffitoed 16C houses (many with 
magnificent diamond vaulting). We walk round the delightful red castle in a lake at Cervená Lhota
and see the strawberry pink rotunda of the castle in Jindrichuv Hradec before lunch in a 16C 
vaulted restaurant. We admire ‘farm Baroque’ architecture on a stroll round a remarkably preserved
nearby village and by late afternoon enter the quintessentially mediaeval town of Ceský Krumlov.
This World heritage site on a bend of the river Vltava is dominated by its magnificent Renaissance
castle and our 4 star hotel (for two nights) was recently converted from a mediaeval complex.
DAY 4 B, L, D included
We explore the cobbled lanes of the picturesque historic centre and have guided tours of both the
uniquely preserved Baroque theatre and the frescoed Rococo Hall of Masks in the castle. Lunch is a
mediaeval repast served in a tavern by the river, then some free time gives the opportunity to walk
in the castle gardens, investigate the Gothic church of St. Vitus, shop for Bohemian crystal, or visit
the Egon Schiele gallery.
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DAY 5 B, L, D included
En route to Prague we walk through woodland to a delightful
Renaissance pleasure palace with a moat and walled garden, then continue to lunch at a castle hotel,
originally a fort founded in the 15C and transformed into a chateau with formal gardens after the
Thirty Years War. Arriving in Prague, we begin our explorations on foot, wandering the quiet 
cobbled streets and squares lined with great Baroque palaces, sgraffitoed town houses and sites of
mediaeval pilgrimage such as the Loreto Shrine. Ascending the triple terraces of a recently restored
Italianate Renaissance garden we are treated to an extraordinary sight - a jumble of spires, 
mediaeval red roofs at every angle, domes and bell towers - a foretaste of Prague's unrivalled 
architectural heritage. After settling into our 4 star hotel (a 14C building just below Prague Castle),
an early dinner precedes the first Festival concert.
DAY 6 B, L, D included
Straight after breakfast a 5 minute walk brings us to the church of St. Nicholas, the pinnacle of
Prague's Jesuit Baroque architecture where Mozart often played the organ. Crossing the 14C Charles
Bridge - the finest mediaeval bridge in Europe - we visit the Museum of Decorative Arts before 
proceeding through the Staré Mesto or Old Town. The Astronomical Clock, the 13C Stone Bell
House and the twin-steepled Gothic Týn Church all draw our attention before lunch in the splendid
Art Nouveau setting of Obecní Dum. There is time for browsing or shopping in the afternoon 
(classical CDs are particularly attractively priced) before an early light supper and the second Festival
performance, a performance of Smetana's opera ‘The Secret’ in the National Theatre. 
DAY 7 B, L, D included
We have a private transfer to Vyšehrad, a rocky outcrop high above the Vltava river from where the
9C pagan Princess Libuše prophesied Prague. The Church of SS Peter and Paul is entirely frescoed
in a lively neo-Gothic style but the main interest here is the extraordinary cemetery - a 'Highgate in
Prague', containing elaborate monuments to Smetana, Dvorák, Neruda and Mucha. En route back
to the centre we visit the Mozart Museum in the Villa Bertramka - Don Giovanni was composed
here in 1787. In Hradcany we walk again, firstly through the castle gardens, appreciating the 
contribution made by the celebrated 20C architect Joze Plecnik, then through the recently restored
series of Baroque formal gardens which spill in an orderly fashion down to Malá Strana, the Lesser
Quarter. After lunch in a 17C palace we proceed on foot, crossing the Vltava to enter Prague's 
former Jewish ghetto. There is much to see and consider in an unstructured afternoon, including
the Old-New Synagogue (one of the oldest to survive in Europe), the neo-Moorish Spanish
Synagogue, the Czech monument to the Holocaust victims, and the mediaeval Jewish Cemetery.
DAY 8 B, L, D included
We walk round the corner to the Prague Castle complex, arriving ahead of most visitors. St. Vitus
Cathedral - an acknowledged Gothic masterpiece, the beautifully unadorned Romanesque Basilica 
of St. George, and the gloriously vaulted hall of the mediaeval Royal Palace - scene of the 
defenestrations, are all on the agenda, plus a private tour of the Prince Lobkowicz art collection
(Veronese, Canaletto, Rubens, Velazquez and both Bruegels are amongst the artists represented). 
A stroll through the Royal Gardens takes us past the Belvedere, a delightful example of Italian
Renaissance architecture, and on to lunch in a quirky Art Nouveau pavilion, now an excellent
restaurant with fine views over the city. Our transport delivers us to the city's Modern Art Gallery,
containing a noted Picasso collection, and back to the hotel for a pause before the festival 
performance in the Rudolfinum, Prague's principal concert house, on the banks of the river Vltava.
DAY 9 B included
Our Bohemian journey concludes today with a private transfer to the airport. 

For the full 2008 Kudu Travel brochure and further 
details about this trip, call us  on +44 (0) 1722 716 167 

or email kuduinfo@kudutravel.com

All Kudu trips begin and end at the appropriate local airport, allowing guests the freedom
to:

l Use airmiles or frequent flyer points for a free flight or an upgrade.
l Choose one of the new low-cost scheduled airlines.
l Take advantage of the convenience of regional airports.
l Arrive independently from the USA, Canada, South Africa, Australia, etc.

The following are details of the flight we will meet at Prague airport on 
Saturday 24th May 2008:

Easyjet 5493
Depart London Gatwick 12.05 Arrive Prague 15.00

The following are details of the return flight that you can take from Prague on Sunday 1st
June 2008:

Easyjet 5492
Depart Prague 11.05 Arrive London Gatwick 12.05

These flights can be booked directly online on www.easyjet.com.

Any other travel arrangement is acceptable but please ensure that you are at Prague airport,
in the Arrivals area, by 15.00 on 24th May 2008 , where we will meet you.

ACCOMMODATION
l 1 night in a 5 star 17C castle hotel, formerly 

a country manor of the Thurn-Taxis family, now 
meticulously restored, with a fine restaurant

l 1 night in a 3 star hotel in Telc, a converted 
Renaissance house on the main square

l 2 nights in a 4 star hotel in Cesky Krumlov, 
recently converted from a mediaeval complex

l 4 nights in an ideally situated small 4 star hotel in 
Prague, a stylish conversion of a 14C building

VISA AND HEALTH REQUIREMENTS
Visitors from the EU and USA currently require a valid
passport, but not a visa, for entry to the Czech
Republic. If you are a national of any other country,
please check visa regulations with your nearest
Embassy of the Czech Republic. 
At present there are no specific and compulsory
health requirements for entry to the Czech Republic.
Residents of countries in the EU can claim free 
(emergency) medical treatment in the Czech Republic
by presenting their European Health Insurance Card
(EHIC), which is issued in the UK by the Department
of Health.

INSURANCE
It is essential, and a condition of booking, that you
protect yourself with a suitable travel insurance policy
as soon as you book a trip. We can arrange 
comprehensive cover for UK residents (up to the age
of 79). Further details are available on our website or
from the office.

CURRENCY
The Czech crown (Kc) is the currency of the Czech
Republic. The current exchange rate is approximately
35 Kc to £1.
The international electronic banking system (ATM) is
widely available on a 24-hour basis and is much the
easiest way to obtain Czech currency in cash.
Credit cards are accepted in most restaurants and
some shops, particularly in Prague.

MAPS
If you wish to buy a map of the area where you will be
walking, the following sources may be useful:

The Map Shop Stanfords
Tel: 01684 593 146 Tel: 0207 836 1321
www.themapshop.co.uk www.stanfords.co.uk
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