
CONTACT US:
Kudu Travel
Tel/Fax: +44 (0) 1722 716 167
Email: kuduinfo@kudutravel.com
Teffont Manor, Teffont Ewyas, Salisbury
Wiltshire, SP3 5RJ, UK

TRIP DATES:
23rd - 27th July 2008, 5 days

PRICES:
£1,550 per person, £290 single room supplement,
£200 deposit per person

ACTIVITY LEVEL
Considerable walking daily between and within sites.
Very uneven pavements, steps and stairs in churches
and museums.

TEMPERATURES
Daytime temperatures in St. Petersburg in July range
between 15 and 28°C. 

SIZE OF PARTY
This trip will run with a minimum of 6 and a maximum
of 14 guests.

PRICE INCLUDES
l Accommodation for 4 nights, on a twin shared

basis
l All meals (with wine or 

beer & vodka at 
lunches and dinners) 
as listed in the daily 
notation

l All land transportation 
in a private vehicle as 
described except 
during free periods

l Ticket for the hydrofoil 
journey to Peterhof

l All entrance and 
sightseeing fees except during free periods

l Ticket for a performance in the Mariinsky Theatre

ACCOMMODATION
4 nights at the Royal Hotel, a grand five star hotel,
converted from a town mansion of an 18C French
spice trader, ideally located in the heart of the city.     

White Nights 
in St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg is a city of palaces floating on a
northern sea, and there is no better time to 
appreciate its beauty than in mid-summer. 
The palace parks are green and sylvan and the
ornamented facades, both simple and 
elaborately baroque, are magnificently 
captured by the bright light. At this northerly
latitude, the sun sets for only a few hours 
during June and July, leaving nights of
enchanted twilight.

As befits the former capital of tsarist Russia, the city is a treasure trove of architecture and 
museums. Sometimes on foot, sometimes by coach, we explore its most famous landmarks – the
Hermitage Museum, the Peter and Paul Fortress – as well as lesser known, but often more revealing
sites like the Menshikov Palace, the Smolny Convent and the Russian Museum. On the outskirts of
the city lie the great country palaces of the Romanov royal family, with their incredible interiors and
idyllic landscaped parks. We stay for four nights at the Royal Hotel, a fittingly grand five star hotel,
once the town mansion of an 18C French spice trader, now reconstructed and perfectly located in
the heart of the city. As well as delicious Russian food, including classics such as sturgeon and caviar,
we also sample the cuisines of Russia's near-neighbours, Georgia and Uzbekistan.
DAY 1  D included

Arriving in the late afternoon at St. Petersburg airport, we have a 45 minute drive into the city 
centre where we alight to stroll across the park to the great equestrian statue of the founder of the
city, Peter the Great, which rears above the wide expanse of the Neva River. A short reading from
Pushkin's magnificent poem inspired by the statue, 'The Bronze Horseman', will set the scene for
the city we are about to discover. Continuing to our hotel, we have time to settle in, and enjoy a
glass of ice cold vodka before dinner in the hotel's excellent restaurant.
DAY 2 B, L, D included

A day devoted to Peter the Great, founder of the city and historical giant, both literally and
metaphorically. Travelling by private coach, the first stop of the day will be at the Strelka, the tip of
Vasilievsky Island in the middle of the Neva River, with its mighty rostral columns and former Stock
Exchange building. From here we survey the city and get our bearings. We then cross the river to
the Peter and Paul Fortress and visit the Cathedral, burial place of the Romanovs, including the last
Tsar and his family. Afterwards we visit the Menshikov Palace, from where Alexandr Menshikov,
Peter the Great's friend, ran Russia in the Tsar's absence and after his death, until his own exile.
Following a traditional lunch of cold and hot 'zakuski' we board the hydrofoil to Peterhof, Peter's
grand summer residence on the Gulf of Finland, with its riotous Great Cascade of fountains.
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Day 3 B, L, D included
Leaving our hotel on foot we walk to Palace Square, where the story
of 18C and early 19C Russian architecture is laid out like a pattern book. We then enter the world-
famous Hermitage Museum when it opens at 10.30. The first hour is devoted to a tour of the
Winter Palace, the main residence of the Tsars, with its grandiloquent state rooms and more 
intimate private interiors. We then visit some of the many highlights of this exceptional collection,
before a snack lunch within the museum. The afternoon is unstructured, allowing for further 
exploration of the Hermitage, time for shopping on St. Petersburg's main thoroughfare, Nevsky
Prospekt, or taking a private boat trip around the canals at the centre of the city. We attend a 
performance of either ballet or opera, as available, in the celebrated Mariinsky (Kirov) Theatre and
dine afterwards in a nearby restaurant decorated with stage props and memorabilia associated with
the stars of the Kirov.
DAY 4 B, L, D included
This morning is spent in Tsarskoye Selo, ‘the Tsar’s village’, where Empress Elizabeth bade her
favourite architect Rastrelli to build her the magnificent Catherine Palace. Catherine the Great
added to the palace and oversaw the creation of the formal park. A lively contrast is provided by
lunch, accompanied by folk songs, in a traditional Russian country restaurant. Back in the city we
stop to admire the Smolny Cathedral and the Church on Spilt Blood, with its colourful striped
onion domes, before visiting the Russian Museum in the Mikhail Palace with its outstanding 
collection of Russian art. Our final dinner is in a nearby restaurant celebrated for its imperial style
and traditions.
DAY 5 B included
Our private tour of the Yusupov Palace gives a fascinating insight into Rasputin's murder in this
palace in 1916. Indefatigable to the last, en route to the airport we stop by the extraordinary gothic
Chesma Church and the Victory Monument, erected to commemorate both the victims and 
survivors of the 900 day siege of the city in WWII.

For the full 2008 Kudu Travel brochure and further 
details about this trip, call us  on +44 (0) 1722 716 167 

or email kuduinfo@kudutravel.com

RECOMMENDED FLIGHTS

All Kudu trips begin and end at the appropriate local airport, allowing guests the freedom
to:

l Use airmiles or frequent flyer points for a free flight or an upgrade.
l Choose one of the new low-cost scheduled airlines.
l Take advantage of the convenience of regional airports.
l Arrive independently from the USA, Canada, South Africa, Australia, etc.

The following are details of the flights we will meet at St. Petersburg airport on
Wednesday 23r d July 2008:

British Airways 878
Depart London Heathrow 9.55 Arrive St. Petersburg 16.10

The following are details of the flights for which we will ensure you are at the 
airport on Sunday 27th July 2008:

British Airways 879
Depart St. Petersburg 17.05 Arrive London Heathrow 17.35

These flights can be booked directly online on www.ba.com.

Any travel arrangement is acceptable but please ensure that you are at the airport in St.
Petersburg by 16.10 on W ednesday, 23rd July 2008, where we will meet you.

HEALTH
At present there are no specific and compulsory
health requirements for entry to Russia. Please 
consult your doctor about any precautions they may
suggest.

VISA
Visitors from the EU, USA and Australia currently require a
valid passport and a visa for entry to Russia. Nearer the trip,
we will send you a voucher and a confirmation from the hotel
which will be required for the visa application. You will also
need a passport-size colour photo and a completed visa
application form, obtainable from any Russian Embassy or
from the official website www.visatorussia.com. Visa costs
start at £45. Please allow plenty of time for processing the
visa - a minimum of 3 weeks. If you are a national of any
other country, please check visa regulations with your nearest
Russian Embassy or on www.visatorussia.com.
Alternatively, a visa can be obtained from Asla Travel Group,
Riverside House, 160 High Street, Huntingdon PE29.
Telephone 01480 433 800, website www.asla.co.uk. You will
need to send the voucher and confirmation from the hotel,
which we will send you, a completed Visa application form, a
colour passport photo, and your passport. The Asla service
charge is £ 35.25. The visa and all of your documents will be
returned in three weeks. This is by far the simplest way to
obtain your visa.

INSURANCE
It is essential, and a condition of booking, that you
protect yourself with a suitable travel insurance policy
as soon as you book a trip. We can arrange 
comprehensive cover for UK residents (up to the age
of 79). Further details are available on our website or
from the office.

CURRENCY
The Russian Rouble (RUB) is the currency of Russia.
The current exchange rate is approximately 50 RUB
to £1. ATMs are available in St Petersburg and are
much the easiest way to obtain roubles.
You can bring cash or traveller's cheques to cover
your personal expenses in Russia - euro and US$ are
the most widely accepted currencies though banks
will change pounds sterling and other currencies.
Credit cards are accepted in some restaurants and
shops.

CLOTHING
Summer days are warm (even hot) in St. Petersburg.
Layers of comfortable clothes plus a light waterproof
jacket are best and shorts are completely acceptable
for both men and women. Sturdy walking shoes are
suitable for walking in the city. Smart but not formal
wear is appropriate in restaurants and the theatre.  

MAPS
If you wish to buy a map of the area where you will be
walking, the following sources may be useful:

The Map Shop Stanfords
Tel: 01684 593 146 Tel: 0207 836 1321
www.themapshop.co.uk www.stanfords.co.uk
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St. Nicholas Cathedral

Peterhof gardens


