
Kudu Travel Limited  © Kudu Travel Limited 2023 
Suncrest  Phone: +44 (0)20 8150 3367 
Throcking Lane  Email: kuduinfo@kudutravel.com 
Buntingford  Website: www.kudutravel.com 
SG9 9RP  Registered in England No. 03854049 

 
Savonlinna and Kuhmo Festivals    
     
Friday 18th - Friday 25th July 2025 

 
 

 
 
 
During our week exploring the summer landscape of tranquil lakes and silver birch 
forests in the environs of Savonlinna and Kuhmo, we attend the following 
performances: 
 

Saturday 19th July at 11.00 in Kuhmo Art Centre 
 

24. PASTORAL 
 

Matthew Whittall (1975-) 
Devil’s Gate for oboe, bassoon and piano (2014-15) 

Anni Haapaniemi, Jaakko Luoma, Irina Zahharenkova 
 

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)  
Symphony No. 6, Op. 68 ‘Pastoral’  

(1808, arr. for string sextet by M. G. Fischer 1810)  
Matilda Kaul, Nicholas Waters, Lilli Maijala,  

Barbora Hilpo, Tomas Djupsjöbacka, Jussi Seppänen  
 
 

Saturday 19th July at 18.00 in Kuhmo Church 

26. ANNUAL CYCLE 
 

Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) 
Våren (Last Spring), Op. 33 No. 2 for voice and piano  

(1873-80, lyrics: Aasmund Olavsson Vinje) 
Else Torp, Anna Kuvaja 

Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741) 
Violin Concerto in E, Op. 8 No. 1 ‘Spring’ (1723) 

Réka Szilvay, Antti Tikkanen, Tami Pohjola, Priya Mitchell, Barbora Hilpo, Jussi 
Seppänen, Olivier Thiery, Marianna Henriksson 

Outi Tarkiainen (1985-) 
… and they began to sing (2015) 

Veli Kulaja 
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Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741) 
Violin Concerto in G minor, Op. 8 No. 2 ‘Summer’ (1723) 

Antti Tikkanen, Réka Szilvay, Tami Pohjola, Priya Mitchell, Barbora Hilpo, Jussi 
Seppänen, Olivier Thiery, Marianna Henriksson 

 
Intermission 

 
Erna Tauro (1916-1993) 
Höstvisa (Autumn Song) 

(1965, lyrics: Tove Jansson) 
Else Torp, Marko Hilpo, Alma Pöysti 

 
Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741) 

Violin Concerto in F, Op. 8 No. 3 ‘Autumn’ (1723) 
Tami Pohjola, Antti Tikkanen, Réka Szilvay, Priya Mitchell, Barbora Hilpo, Jussi 

Seppänen, Olivier Thiery, Marianna Henriksson 
 

Jukka Harju (1975-) 
Frozen Elegy for French horn, violin, piano and voice 

(2015, lyrics: Panu Tuomi) 
Tero Toivonen, Tami Pohjola, Naoko Ichihashi, Piia Komsi 

 
Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741) 

Violin Concerto in F minor, Op. 8 No. 4 ‘Winter’ (1723) 
Priya Mitchell, Tami Pohjola, Antti Tikkanen, Réka Szilvay, Barbora Hilpo, Jussi 

Seppänen, Olivier Thiery, Marianna Henriksson 
 
 

Saturday 19th July at 21.00 in Kuhmo Art Centre 
 

27. NORDIC PASSION: TANGO  
 

The programme includes tango classics from the world of chamber music, such as 
those by Elena Kats-Chernin and Aulis Sallinen, and Jacob Gade’s Tango Jalousie 
(Jealousy) – Denmark’s gift to tango lovers – not forgetting Finnish favourites from 
Satumaa to Nuoruustango. Tonight’s performers include festival artists Veli Kujala 
(accordion), Marko Hilpo (piano), Jani Pensola (double bass), and Minna Pensola 
(violin) and the Paddington Trio, with special guest singers Waltteri Torikka & 
Pekka Mikkola and guitarist Marzi Nyman. 
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Monday 21st July at 19.00 in the Olavinlinna Castle 
 

GIACOMO PUCCINI - TURANDOT  
 

Cast includes: Turandot – Ewa Płonka, Calaf – Francesco Pio Galasso,  
Liù – Tuuli Takala, Timur – Matti Turunen, Mandarin – Riku Pelo,  

Altoum – Veikko Vallinoja 
 

Savonlinna Opera Festival Choir, Savonlinna Opera Festival Children’s Choir  
& Savonlinna Opera Festival Orchestra 

Conductor: Yves Abel 
Director: Leena Astikainen 

 
 

Sung in Italian 
Finnish and English surtitles 

Duration approx. 3 hours 15 minutes including two intervals 
 
 
 

Tuesday 22nd July at 19.00 in the Olavinlinna Castle 
 

 JOONAS KOKKONEN – THE LAST TEMPTATIONS 
 

Cast includes: Paavo Ruotsalainen – Mika Kares, Riita – Silja Aalto,  
Juhana – Johan Krogius, Jaako Högman – Petri Lindroos, 1st Man – Tuomas Miettola, 

2nd Woman – Elli Vallinoja, Anna Loviisa – Laura Malmivaara 
 

Savonlinna Opera Festival Choir, Savonlinna Opera Festival Orchestra 
Conductor: Ville Matvejeff 

Director: Mikko Kouki 
 
 

Sung in Finnish 
Finnish and English surtitles 

Duration approx. 2 hours 40 minutes. One interval 
 
 

Please note that the Savonlinna and Kuhmo Festival organisers reserve the right to alter the 
programme in exceptional circumstances.    
 
 

 
 


